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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod 

1960 East Johns Avenue 

Decatur, Illinois 62521 - Phone 217-422-3630 

The Fourth Sunday In Lent 

March 10, 2024 

 
 

Adult Bible Study Opportunities 

                 10:15 A.M. Today         10:00 A.M. Thursday  

                 Adult Bible Study                      Adult Bible Study 

            “The Book Of Exodus”               “The Gospel Of Matthew”        
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend our Bible based study. 

Our hymns for today:  915, (744, 571), 918 
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AS WE GATHER                                                                                                                                       

Welcome to all who join us for worship today. We pray that God will bless you with a 

stronger faith through our worship service. Greet one another before and after the service, 

especially our visitors. Please fill out an attendance card, available in the pew racks, and 

introduce yourself at the door. If you would like a visit, prayer, or more information, 

about Trinity Lutheran Church, please note that on the card. 

 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP                                                                                    

 0 God, you give faith to believe in the healing power of your Word: Put away from us, we 

entreat you, temptations to doubt Your providential care and give us those things that are 

profitable for our salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Order Of Matins, Page 219 

Today Your Mercy Calls Us   LSB 915 
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Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 

my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 

fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray 

God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

L By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 

forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him. 

C  Amen. 

 

Lent Versicles 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

 
  

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
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Psalmody 

L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Venite LSB 220 
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Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4–9 

 4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 

of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people spoke 

against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die 

in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless 

food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 

people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people came to Moses and 

said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. 

Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for 

the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a 

pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a 

bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at 

the bronze serpent and live. 

P   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading Ephesians 2:1–10 

 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 

the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3among whom we all 

once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 

the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But 

God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even 

when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 

grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him 

in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might show 

the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For 

by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 

the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

P   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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Holy Gospel John 3:14–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter, vs. 14-21. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 14[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 

of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  16“For 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 

God. 19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved 

the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who 

does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 

should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it 

may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Responsory (Lent) LSB 222 

L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 

 
  

L Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away. 

 
  

L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 
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Sit 
 

Sermon Hymn   (Please see insert) 
 

Sermon 
 

Sermon Text 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Kyrie LSB 227 

 
 

Prayers 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.”   

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Today as we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion we will receive the Body and 

Blood of our Savior. We receive the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our 

faith. Since the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our common confession of the Christian 

Faith, we ask that only those persons who are members of The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod to receive the Sacrament. This expression of our common confession of 

the Christian Faith is normally identified through the rite of Confirmation. Visitors who 

desire to join in the Lord’s Supper are encouraged and welcome to join in a class of 

instruction leading to confirmation. Please speak to Pastor Versemann regarding your 

desire and may you receive the gifts of our Lord Jesus through faith this Divine Service. 

 

Distribution 

 

Amazing Grace LSB 744 
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God Loved the World So That He Gave   LSB 571 

 

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
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(Personal Prayer Of Thanksgiving After Receiving The Lord’s Supper) 

Merciful Lord, I thank You for the forgiving body and blood of Your Son, which are Your 

pledge and promise of my salvation, and Your promise of eternal life. May the gifts of 

Your heavenly banquet fortify me against the Evil One, strengthen me for life in this sinful 

world, and equip me to put to death my sinful flesh. Help me to live as one who continually 

hungers for Your grace, and thirsts for Your righteousness, who longs to taste anew of 

Your goodness, that I may sit at Your table at the marriage feast of Your Son, when Jesus, 

my heavenly Bridegroom comes to take His holy bride home to heaven. In Jesus’ Name I 

pray. Amen. 

 

Collect 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 

though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide 

for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your 

merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Benedicamus LSB 228 

L Let us bless the Lord.  

 
  

Benediction LSB 228 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen.  
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Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer    LSB 918 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
BIBLE VERSE & PRAYER WALK FOR UNITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

The PTL at Unity Christian School is asking the members of our five (5) association 

churches to write out encouraging Bible verses on sticky post-it notes for all of the 

students at Unity Christian. In addition, all of the members of the association churches 

are invited to come to Unity Christian on Tuesday evening, March 19th, at 6 pm for a 

PRAYER WALK, in which we will be covering our school, students and faculty with our 

prayers; and also placing our Bible verses on the children's lockers and cubbys. After you 

write your encouraging Bible verses on sticky post-it notes, you can bring them to 

Trinity, and give them to Judy or Pastor to take to Unity Christian on March 19th, we 

hope many of you will prayerfully consider helping us with this project. 
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CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY BAGS may be found on the stand just outside the center sanctuary 

doors. 

P.A. DEVICE AVAILABLE - Please see an usher if you have difficulty hearing.  

PEW CUSHIONS are available from a box near the Usher’s Stand.  Help yourself and please 

feel free to leave them in your seat after services. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TODAY AT 10:15 A.M.  

PRE-K – 4th GRADE – Sarah Casebeer, Laura Cogan – Downstairs 

5th-8th  GRADE –  Tracie England, Denise Roberts - Classroom across from the church office 

HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY – IN PASTOR’S CLASS – Downstairs  

ADULT BIBLE STUDY – Pastor Versemann – Downstairs 

THE CHURCH OFFICE regularly scheduled hours:  9:00 AM - 3:00 PM,  Tuesday through 

Friday.  Pastor Versemann’s hours are 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM (tentative), Tuesday through Friday. If 

you need to speak with him, please call the church office at 422-3630 to make an appointment.  
 

Weekly Average Offering for 2024______________ $6,098.90 

Weekly Offerings Needed for 2024 Budget________$4,795.79 

Weekly Average Attendance for 2024____________62 

Attendance for March 3, 2024 __________________70  
 

Sunday, March 10, 2024                     

     9:00 AM – Worship Service  

     10:15 AM – Sunday School, High School Bible Study, Adult Bible Study                

      1:00 PM – New Member Class 

Monday, March 11, 2024        

                No office hours, Pastor’s Day Off 

Tuesday, March 12, 2024 

10:00 AM – Circuit Pastor’s Meeting 

  4:00 PM – 1st Year Confirmation Class 

  6:30 PM – Church Council Meeting  

Wednesday, March 13, 2024 

    6:30 PM – Midweek Lenten Service 

Thursday, March 14, 2024                  

     8:30 AM – Quilters 

   10:00 AM – Thursday Morning Bible Study 

     4:00 PM – 2nd Year Confirmation Class 

Sunday, March 17, 2024                  

    9:00 AM – Worship Service  

    10:15 AM – Sunday School, High School Bible Study, Adult Bible Study 
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Leading us in worship today:        

    The Officiant  Rev. Matthew Versemann    

    The Organist  Rachel Versemann     

    The Elders   Kent Birmingham, Jim Harper 

    The Ushers           Mike Kurecki, Adam Hunt     

    The Greeters  Cathy Kurecki, Diana Buechsenschuetz  

    The Acolyte   Charlotte Patterson 

    The Altar Guild  Sharon Harper, Anna Shookman 

    The Offering Counters      Tom Robinson, Barbara Robinson 

Our Volunteers for Wednesday, March 13, 2024   

    The Officiant  Rev. Brett Hinrichs 

    The Elder   Tom Robinson 

    The Usher   John Casebeer     

Our Volunteers for Sunday, March 17, 2024   

    The Officiant   Rev. Matthew Versemann   

    The Organist   Rachel Versemann     

    The Elders    Dave Morris, Jim Harper    

    The Ushers            Mike Kurecki, Adam Hunt 

    The Greeters   Bonnie Morris. Sharon Harper 

    The Acolyte    Hannah Harper 

    The Altar Guild   Susan Birmingham 

    The Offering Counters       Bill Buechsenschuetz, Diana Buechsenschuetz 
 

Volunteers to serve snacks and coffee and clean up afterwards for 
Sunday Adult Bible class:               

          March 10  John and Sarah Casebeer 

 March 17  Jim and Sharon Harper 
 

          FUNDRAISER FOR UNITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL     

     Please join us to suppport Unity Christian School. Mark you calendars to attend a dinner 

auction at Unity Christian School on Friday, May 3. It will be a red and black gala with a 

silent and open auction. The cost is $40.00 per person. Doors open at 5:30 pm, dinner 

served at 6:00. Sponsorship opportunities available.  
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   WE NEED TWO VOLUNTEERS EACH WEEK!!! 

     There is a sign-up sheet on the round table for volunteers to make/serve coffee and to 

bring/serve snacks, (ex: fruit, cheese/sausage and crackers, homemade goodies) for the 

Adult Bible Study Class Sunday mornings for April - June 2024. (You will be signing 

up for the same week each month).       
 

  Easter lily order forms have been placed in your mailboxes.  The 

order forms and  monies need to be returned  to the secretary by TODAY!. The  cost is 

$23.50 per lily.           

      COLLECTION FOR NEW LIFE PREGNANCY CENTER 

Trinity will be concluding their collection of items for moms and babies for New Life 

Pregnancy Center on Sunday, April 14th!  If you have items that you would like to 

donate to help out young mothers and their babies, please bring your items to Trinity NO 

LATER THAN APRIL 14TH, and place them into the Baby Buggy in the narthex. Please 

refer to the list in the buggy for items needed. Thank you so much for your support! 

 

               SCRIPS HELP THE LSA ASSESSMENT! 

The KFF Committee has once again decided to donate all earnings from Scrip orders 

towards Trinity's LSA Assessment for grades K-8.  So far, the total earned for the current 

school year is $404.00.  With everyone's help, we can surpass last year's total which was 

$637.00.  See Ilene McQuality on Sunday mornings or contact her at 217-429-1367 or 

ilenemcquality@att.net. 
Order date            Delivery date 

03/10                      03/24 

             03/24                      04/07 

 

 

The April-June issues of Portals of Prayer and Lutheran 

Women’s Quarterly are on the stand. 

mailto:ilenemcquality@att.net
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Camp CILCA is seeking a food service manager/head cook. 

This position would be part time and include planning and preparing meals for campers at 

weekend retreats, outdoor education, and the summer program. Applicants should be 

willing to obtain an Illinois Food Service Manager license, which the camp will pay for. 

To get more information, or to apply, contact Pastor Theilen at 217-487-7497 or 

director@cilca.org.  
 

Camp CILCA’s Spring Work Day: Saturday, March 30, 2024 

Join us for our Spring Work Day to get the camp ready for the summer. Rake leaves, 

clean and organize the kitchen, open up the beach shed, put together new beds, etc. The 

work day starts at 8:30 a.m. Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m.  

4124 Camp CILCA Rd. Cantrall, IL 62625 

 

Camp CILCA’s Annual Banquet: Sunday, April 14, 2024 

Come enjoy a catered dinner and dessert while listening to updates on Camp CILCA, a 

speaker, and live music. This year’s speaker is Illinois Right to Life’s director, Mary Kate 

Zander. Live music by Aly Hauser. The event will be held in the Dining Hall. Make sure 

to RSVP before April 10th by emailing camp@cilca.org.  

4124 Camp CILCA Rd. Cantrall, IL 62625 

 

 Volunteer Opportunity For The Members Of Trinity 

    The members of the Association Churches of the LSA are encouraged to volunteer at 

the LSA Resale Shop at any time, but especially on Trinity's designated Thursday. Trinity 

has been assigned the second Thursday of each month, from 3:00-8:30 pm, as "our time" 

for volunteering and serving. You do NOT need to stay the entire time, but can come and 

go as you please. Please join us on Thursday, March 14!  

LUTHERAN WORSHIP 

       Worship Anew celebrates the new life all people have in Jesus with a 30-minute 

broadcast service on COMCAST TV every Sunday morning at 7:30 am on channel 19, as 

well as on DIRECTV every Sunday morning at 10:30 AM on channel 377. 

 

mailto:director@cilca.org
mailto:camp@cilca.org
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A Very Happy Anniversary to: 

Dany and Rebecca Scott   March 20 (20) 

A Very Happy Birthday to: 

 Brant Knowles   March 15 
 James Shafer   March 15 
 Joshua Blair   March 16  
 Jeremy Zientara-Kelly March 17 
 Berk Blenski   March 19 
 Michael Knowles  March 19 

  Family prayers for 
Bill and Diana Buechsenschuetz and William and Terri Campbell 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God  
In memory of Loraine Birmingham from her loving family 

 

The worship folders are given to the glory of God  
In memory of Loraine Birmingham from her loving family 

 

  2024 dates AVAILABLE for weekly altar flowers ($35.00) are:  4/7, 

4/14, 4/21, 4/28, 5/12, 6/9, 6/30, 7/7,7/14, 7/21, 8/4, 8/11, 8/25, 9/1, 9/15, 9/29, 10/6, 

10/27, 11/3, 11/24, 12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22.  

Dates AVAILABLE for worship folders ($10.00) are: 4/21, 4/28, 5,874.405/26, 6/16, 

6/30, 7/7, 7/21, 8/4, 8/11, 9/1, 9/15, 9/29, 10/13,10/27, 11/3, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29. 
 

    Please let Pastor Versemann know if you or a family member are going in 

the hospital. 

Contact information 

1960 E. Johns Ave. Decatur, IL 422-3630    Rev. Matthew Versemann 

Church e-mail: office@trinitydecatur.com           Pastor’s Cell Phone: 217-454-6630 

Church web address: www.trinitydecatur.com    email address:pastorversemann@msn.com 

Church Fax: 217-422-8901        Church face book:  www.facebook.com/trinitydecatur   

mailto:office@trinitydecatur.com
http://www.trinitydecatur.com/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitydecatur

